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Welcome to the first issue of 

the Manly Medical Centre 

Newsletter. 

This newsletter is intended for any 

patients at Manly Medical Centre, 

to keep you up to date with 

what’s happening and will be 

released every three months onto 

our website and our waiting room 

areas. The newsletter will 

highlight some top health tips, 

inform you of any sector or clinic 

changes, perhaps offer some 

exciting (and healthy) recipes, the 

occasional quiz and FAQs. We will 

try to cover things that are 

relevant and interesting. If there is 

anything you would like to see 

covered or any questions you’d 

like to ask, feel free to drop a 

comment in one of our feedback 

boxes with a message for the 

Manly Medical Centre newsletter. 

Sector News Update: As you may 

well be aware, the Labour 

government is soon to introduce 

the new funding for children 

under the age of 14 (free doctor 

and nurse visits) and also 

extending extra funding for 

Community Services Card holders 

to subsidise visits. What has been 

less well advertised, however, has 

been the significant lack of 

consultation over the proposed 

funding changes. Many clinics 

have only found out the details 

and potential impact within a 

week or two of the deadline to 

accept.  

 

Many practices are learning too 

late that there are significant 

issues such as: 

 The unintended consequence 

of increasing caseloads when 

many patients already struggle 

to get an appointment with 

their GP as it is. 

 Our much-deserved nursing 

staff need a wage increase. The 

recent DHB nurse pay rise 

means our primary care nurses 

will need to be paid more too. 

 There are rapidly rising 

compliance costs with running 

a practice. 

 The funding mechanisms have 

failed to address concerns 

around ‘clawback fees’. This is 

where the GP you are enrolled 

with has to pay another doctor 

a fee if that patient is seen at 

an after-hours clinic and hence 

indirectly increases costs to 

patients. 

None of those risks were assessed 

at the ministry-lead meetings and 

are expected to be borne largely 

by individual practices. Ultimately 

this leads to burnt out 

practitioners and failure of 

primary health care. 

The funding in primary care needs 

a complete and total overhaul to 

serve everyone fairly, but the 

current ‘band-aid’ solution runs 

the risk of creating more problems 

than it fixes. 

With that in mind, Manly Medical 

Centre has taken the position to 

NOT accept the proposed funding 

changes for Community Service 

Card holders for the time being. 

We have however, accepted the 

funding for under 14s which 

means that from Dec 1st, all 

children under the age of 14 will 

have free GP and nurse visits. 

There may still be a charge for any 

consumables used during nurse 

appointments. 

We will have another opportunity 

to opt-in for Community Service 

Card holders in April 2019. 

Hopefully by this stage the funding 

agencies will have ironed out the 

kinks and addressed the many 

concerns. 

We understand that this may have 

a financial impact on some of our 

patients. If you have any concerns, 

please discuss these specifically 

with your GP. They may be able to 

access additional funding for your 

visits via the Ministry of Social 

Development and other funding 

streams that may make visits 

cheaper, or even fully funded. 

We endeavour to make primary 

care access for everyone more 

equitable and fair and we remain 

hopeful that the challenges facing 

us will be resolved in 2019. We 

will keep you posted! 

We wish all our patients a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

We look forward to continuing to 

care for you and your family in 

2019. 


